Catholic Church Bulletin Insert

Revealing Peace & Justice through Scripture from “In the beginning…” (Gn 1:1) to “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you all. Amen!” (Rev 22:21). ™
The 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 1, 2010


C

Ecclesiastes 1: 2; 2: 21 – 23

Colossians 3: 1 – 5, 9– 11

Luke 12: 13 – 21

The Gospel of Luke 12: 13 – 21 is a perfect metaphor of our human nature toward scarcity and greed. The sin of greed is one of the seven Cardinal Sins. Further, “whatever we have is lent to us from God: grain, wine, oil, silver and gold” (Hosea 2:10).  In verse 15 Jesus advises this: “take care to guard against all greed, one’s life does not consist of possessions”.  

The gospel continues with a parable about a greedy, selfish and rich foolish man.  He did not want to share his abundant harvest.  Thus, he builds even bigger barns to store his bounty and then decides to celebrate: to rest, eat, drink and be merry (v 19).  Ultimately, this rich fool decides not to thank God nor share God’s gifts.

Like a thief in the night the celebration ends quickly that same night in his death.  The rich man took great pains to lay up treasures in a world he was hastening from, and took no care to lay it up in a world he was hastening toward.

These are challenging times for many people.  Even so, the smallest act of kindness given from our want can go a long way to extend God’s peace and abundance.
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