November 10, 2011
Dear Ellen;
For 34 Years ~ over 3000 kids and 7500 parents

Have called Apopka Family Learning Center 
Their Second Home!

Three years ago I joined the board of The Apopka Family Learning Center (AFLC) and currently serve as Secretary to the board and on the Executive Committee. 

After founding and then chairing The Peace & Justice Ministry at Annunciation for ten years, the next step was to find a ministry outside the parish because of…

1st Principle of Catholic Social Teaching 
“The Sacredness and Dignity of the Human Person”- as we are all created in the image and likeness of God that comes from our creator and not our own actions.
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The Apopka Family Learning Center is an after school educational program for about…

· 130 latch key kids each year (and Summer School)

· Kindergarten through 8th grade

· Monday through Friday – 3:30 – 6:00 PM.  

· Their background is needy, but our message is one of self-motivation and to dream big dreams. 

· AFLC is NOT: Day Care, Playtime, Computer Games, and Texting. AFLC is Old School “No Pain – No Gain” study time to get great grades! Last year…

 13% earned 4.0 and 41% earned or higher higher.
Parents are also taught English, Money Management, parenting skills etc.  AFLC is a real family affair and a “home away from home” for everyone.

I am writing you personally to see if you can consider Earning Your Wings by being an “Education Angel” and give our little angels a lift up because…

It is tough being a kid these days…
But imagine being poor!

AFLC has an immediate need for funds as the income side this year has not been what it was in the past.  This year the income side of the budgeting process has faltered through no fault of the AFLC. 
Historically, long-standing awards from its funding sources have been drastically reduced. Major cost cutting measures are in place.  As AFLC goes into the last months of its fiscal year, there is a substantial short fall of cash until early next year when new funding from its historical source should be available. 
This letter is an appeal to see if you can find a way to financially support AFLC, and its successful and productive programs.

CAN YOU BE AN ANGEL for our little Angels?

Consider this story from the Acts of the Apostles 12: 6 – 18… 

Herod has just killed James.  Peter is imprisoned and in chains and will be next.  Peter is sleeping with two guards at his side and two guards at the doors.

“Behold, an angel of the Lord appeared, and a light shown in the cell; 

and he struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly”.  Then the chains fell off his hands and the angel said, “Follow Me” (summary vs. 7 – 8).  “Peter did not know that what was done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision” (v 10).  They passed the guards and came to a gate. “And they went out and passed on through one street, and immediately the angel left him” (v 10).

“And Peter came to himself, and said, now I am sure the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me” (v 11a).
For St. Peter and indeed for us at some point, an Angel is sent when we least expect it, and with no prompting, but when we need help the most.  

Out of the blue… a letter, a book, a phone call, some nourishing food, abundant health, a shoulder to cry on, a prayer answered, a smile, some financial assistance.  All this and more because…




“Hope Springs eternal in the human breast.  Man never Is, but always To be blest;



The soul, uneasy and confin’d from home. Rests and expiates in a life to come.”





Alexander Pope, An Essay on Man, Epistle I, 1733
Enclosed are two letters that explain AFLC:

1. Have you ever been touched by an angel? This letter describes (on the back side at the bottom) the various funding levels of                  How you can earn your wings for The Education Angel Program.  
2. How you can help… Time and Talent are gifts of immeasurable proportion.  This is about being an Angel… a Spirit to one of the kids that you, your children or grandkids can help in a thousand and one ways.
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And while this letter is about funding, you are all most welcome as a Volunteer! The opportunities are endless. Please let me know if you can volunteer in any way and I can meet you at AFLC and provide a tour.  

You can also personally meet your little angel and follow him or her through the years.  What a great way to see your efforts at work.  

You could even stop by with cookies and milk!

I know these are difficult times.  Most likely, you have never heard of The Apopka Family Learning Center until this letter.  I had never heard of it until I was invited to join the board by a parishioner and go beyond speaking about Peace & Justice.

It is actually a good thing to visit the kids and to imagine being an Angel.

Gotta’ love those Angels!  And of course, I am referring to the kids!
May God Bless you and your family with Angels from time to time,

Tom Hackim

Ps: And maybe you can bless some kids just as Jesus did.

“And they were bringing children to him, that he might touch them; and the disciples rebuked them.  But when Jesus saw it he was  indignant, and said to them, “Let the children come to me, do not hinder them;  for to such belongs the kingdom of God.  And he took them in his arms and blessed, laying g his hands upon them”.  Mark 10: 13 – 14, 16.[image: image3.jpg]



